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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee, host "The Art of Pairing’

Photos by Yvonne Kemp

On Friday, May 1, 2026, Big Brothers B1g Sisters of Metro Milwau-
kee (BBBSMM), hosted "The Art of Pairing," a vibrant and mem-
orable fundraising event held at ThriveOn King, welcoming nearly
200 guests for an evening celebrating creativity, connection, and
mentorship. Attendees enjoyed three thoughtfully curated wine and
chocolate pairings led by professional sommeliers, while the live-
ly atmosphere brought friends together to experience live art sales
and local businesses that emphasize the art of indulgence, taste, and
experience. A highlight of the evening was the featured Match art-

work pieces created collaboratively by Bigs and Littles, beautifully
illustrating the true art of pairing and the power of mentorship. The
night was further energized by live entertainment from Wait For
Morning, a living statue experience to enhance the artistic theme,
and several talented local artists, whose work alongside Match-cre-
ated art reinforced the meaningful bond that pairing and creativity
creates. Also in attendance for the event were (bottom row, right
photo) BBBSMM President and CEO Neil Willenson and BBB-
SMM Director of Community Engagement Amanda Braun.

BCDI Wlsconsm hosts Rlde Into Literacy'
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On Thursday, April 30, 2026, Black Child Development Institute

(BCDI) Wisconsin “Ride Into Literacy” Gala brought together com-
munity leaders, families, and supporters for an inspiring evening at the
Harley-Davidson Museum garage event space. The event celebrated the
power of literacy while raising critical support for programs that uplift
children and families across the region.

Guests were treated to a dynamic lineup of entertainment throughout
the evening, including a live painting experience by Malcom McCrae, a
moving musical performance by Grammy Award-winning cellist Malik
Johnson, and vibrant sounds by DJ LoLo that kept the energy high.

The program was skillfully hosted by Derrica Williams alongside BCDI
Kid Champions Brixton Imler and Sophia and Penelope Kirchner, whose
presence highlighted the importance of youth voice and leadership in ad-
vancing literacy efforts.

A special highlight of the evening was the live artwork created by Mal-
com McCrae. Three original pieces were generously sponsored by Cory
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Nettles, Rachel Greer, and Gerard Randall. These works will be perma-
nently displayed in BCDI Wisconsin’s new office space located at 4295
West Bradley Road, serving as a lasting symbol of the community’s in-
vestment in literacy and opportunity.

The success of the evening was made possible through the generous
support of sponsors and partners, including HSA Bank, Shaka Smart and
Maya Smart, Greater Milwaukee Foundation, Paradise Funeral Home,
Brewers Community Foundation, Generation Growth, WISCAP, Land-
mark Credit Union, Wisconsin Early Childhood Association, Children's
Wisconsin, Living Made Easy, Office of African American Affairs, U.S.
Bank, Celebrate Children Foundation Inc., Festus Auto Sales, and many
dedicated community supporters.

The community can continue to support BCDI Wisconsin’s efforts by
participating in the silent auction at https://givebutter.com/c/BCDI-
WI12026/auction and by making a donation at www.bcdi-wisconsin.org.
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King David #10 and Martha Chapter #10 host community service for US troops

Photos by Yvonne Kemp

On Friday, May 1, 2026, the Brothers of Klng Dav1d #10 Prmce

Hall Masonic Lodge of WI and Sisters of Martha Chapter #10 Uni-
ty Grand Chapter Prince Hall Affiliated, hosted a community ser-
vice day at the #10 Prince Hall Masonic Lodge, 1218 W. North Ave.

Both organizations hoped to inspire similar community groups to
pool their collective resources to help support our US troops that
are making sacrifices for our country. They have been working hard
to support our troops that are based in Fort McCoy, W1 and they
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have made strides in collecting many nonperishable items to sup-
port and provide service members with care packages filled with
essential toiletry items and snack foods.

Brothers of King David #10 Prince Hall Masonic Lodge of WI
and Sisters of Martha Chapter #10 Unity Grand Chapter Prince
Hall Affiliated's mission is to make a positive difference in the world
through charitable works, lasting friendships, and loving-kindness
by dedicating time to projects that benefit communities and man-

kind in general.

Walgreens is shutting down North Avenue store due to 'safety challenges'

1he store’s last day is June 23, 2026.

Walgreens confirmed on
Monday, May 4, 2026 that
it will soon close the store at
27th Street and North Av-
enue in Milwaukee due to
"persistent safety challenges."

The store's last day is sc%ed—
uled for June 23, 2026.

In a statement a Walgreens
spokesperson said, "Protect-
ing our customers and team
members remains our top
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priority, and despite our ac-
tions and investments in pri-
vate security, persistent safety
challenges at our North Ave-
nue store do not allow us to
operate sustainably. We con-
tinue to operate other Wal-
greens stores in the city and
remain focused on working
with law enforcement, com-
munity partners and local of-

ficials to support safer retail
environments overall."
Customers can still fill
and pick-up prescriptions at
the 27th Street and North
Avenue store until June 23.
Prescriptions will then au-
tomatically transfer to the
Walgreens at 35th Street and

Wisconsin Avenue.
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